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1. How are different groups experiencing
. housing?

RESEARCH 2. How satisfied are respondents with their

QU ESTIONS dwellings and neighbourhoods?

3. What key challenges do they face?

4. How many are likely to relocate in the
next few years?



RESEARCH
DESIGN

Cross-sectional
survey

Questionnaire
sourced from local
and international
studies

Average time to
complete:
15 minutes

Methodology

TARGET
POPULATION &
FIELDWORK

Target
population:
residents of

Malta aged 18+

Sample size: 801
Fieldwork:

October 2025 -
February 2026

SAMPLING

Maltese sample:
Random sampling

(telephone
interviews)

Foreign sample:
Cluster sampling in
areas with a high
concentration of
foreign residents
(face-to-face
interviews)




Representativeness by region and nationality

By Region

Southern Northern South Western Northern Gozo and
Harbour Harbour Eastern Comino

m Population Sample

By Nationality

Maltese TCN EU

m Population Sample



Socio-demographic characteristics of the sample
closely reflect those of the population

Age Marital Status

20% ---------oogm-- W
40% ----mmmmmmmmmoeoosoeseeeoeees o
| | ) I ___________ 1

15-24  25-35 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ Single Married / living Separated,
with partner divorced,
widowed

B Sample Population



Socio-demographic characteristics of the sample
closely reflect those of the population

Education Labour market
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Relative high levels of life satisfaction

Life Satisfaction

0-1 2-3 4-6 7-8 9-10
H Survey EU-SILC

Ability to make ends meet
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Homeownership is still the dominant tenure

Housing tenure by cohort

17%

41%

Migrants Young adults Prime-aged Elderly

m Owned with a home loan adults
Owned without a home loan , ,
Rented m Ownership Private rental market
B Social housing or rented before 1995 B Social housing or pre95 m Other (e.g. w/parents, free)

m Other (e.g. used free of charge, living with parents, etc.)



40% of respondents live in apartments

Type of dwelling by cohort

40%

19%

Migrants Young adults Prime-aged Elderly
® Flat/Penthouse Maisonette adults

House | Villa ® Flat/Penthouse Maisonette House or villa



Condominium size

O/ e
62% -
of condominiums

have between 4 o ALY
to 8 units
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Cohabitation patterns reflect shrinking family size

Living with: Pet ownership
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Internet

Air conditioning

Balcony or roof terrace

92 % Private parking space/garage
Double o tdriopvlves—glazed

h ave internet Private garden or yard
access but energy Well (8ir)
efficiency features  waterreverse osmosis system
remain limited Photovoltaic (PV) panels

Solar water heaters

Insulation

]|
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Moderate housing costs burden but some cohorts are
more affected than others

Percent claiming housing costs

Housing cost burden to be a heavy burden by marital
status
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burden burden burden burden with partner married divorced,
widowed or

annulled



Different cohorts have divergent views on the space
adequacy to meet their needs

Do you feel that current living
space adequately meets your
household’'s needs?
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Space adequacy by cohort

Migrants Young Prime-aged Elderly
adults adults

Small ®mJustright ®Large



Majority perceive their dwelling to be in a good state but
40% claim their neighbourhood has worsened

Dwellings’ state of repair
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Perception of neighbourhood
change over the past few years
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Satisfaction with dwellings is higher than with
common parts or neighbourhood

8" % P—

satisfled with ., B~ B
their dwelling .,

m Dwelling Common Area Neighbourhood



Key challenges with dwellings, blocks and

neighbourhoods
/ﬂ\ ﬁ
DWELLINGS BLOCK
No garage or parking Poor aCCQSSibi“ty

Problems with permanent
No outdoor space

residents

Poor accessibility Poor condominium

Management

3

NEIGHBOURHOOD

Limited parking
Construction
Noisy
Limited access to open

spaces



Likelihood of relocation by cohort

1 3 /o Migrants Young adults Prime-aged Elderly

likely or very likely
to relocate in the
next two years

Plans of prospective movers (N=93)

Rent
Buy

B Move Back In With My
Parents

60% ® Move Overseas

10%

® Move Into the Home |
Have Been Restoring



Key Lessons

Increasing diversity in housing needs

) Homeownership remains dominant but the rental market is growing

Housing should not be viewed in isolation but as part of a broader urban system

"8 There is untapped potential for energy upgrades
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